AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SURVEY OF THE SUDAN
By F. ADBISON
Late Conservator of Antiquities, Sudan Government.
HpHE principal ancient sites in the Sudan have now
A been excavated and the outline of the ancient history
of the country is well established. A number of smaller
sites still await excavation, but it is probable that any
information these may yield in the future will serve rather
to fill in this outline than materially to modify it.
The history of the Sudan has always been more or less
bound up with that of Egypt. 1 The earliest records show
the Egyptians sending trading caravans and occasional
military expeditions to the Sudan, and to protect the trade
routes the Egyptians of the Middle Kingdom effected a
military occupation of the country as far south as Kerma.
A second and more extended occupation took place in
New Empire times, and this resulted in a complete
Egyptianisation of the area now included in Haifa and
Dongola Provinces, During the eighth century B.C. the
so-called Ethiopian dynasty arose at Napata, and this
dynasty ruled the country first from Napata and then
from Meroe for more than a thousand years. (The site
of the ancient Napata is roughly that of Merowe in Don-
gola Province, and the ruins of Meroe are near Kabushia
in Berber Province. The modern Merowe is not to be
i This and subsequent references are to the bibliography at the end of
the note.
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